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EUROPE’s PERPETUAL VARIABLES AND US
www.feelingeurope.eu, March / April 2013
Europe, a concept from Phoenicia, probably lived during the youth near the land of the Biblical places Tyre and Sidon (now Lebanon) to the Mediterranean Sea. Daughter of a royal couple, kidnapped to Crete and brought beauty as well as misery. A myth, the Occident, a union of nation states and of citizens and the name of a continent, an environment of diversity of cultures, hybrid and especially unsteady.
Fortitude and setbacks have always been and still makes part of the way people of Europe are living. Now again, Europe falters anew and is tossed into the arena of variable geometry. From the spirit and movements derived values and virtues have greatly declined in importance, acquired successes gradually evaporate or have already been lost, and within a few years, multiple severe crisis arised, making Europe flown off the road. We have managed to make several serious crises: in assets and liabilities, in confidence, in politics and in the economy. Societies are now in a period of much debt and there is danger of mutual contagion.
Issues are complex and there is difficulty to get the future on track.
Anyone who wishes to form an opinion about Europe should have knowledge of history, needs to know how it works, how decisions are made and which institutions are responsible for which policy. It is fascinating to discover that, to work on policy and decision making, to participate in platforms where discussions in art, culture, science and politics are conducted and to experience faces, inspiration and motivation of authorities, who contribute to our society and civilization. But it is not easy to increase interest and enthousiasm for that; national interests and people do not always have a primary sense of belonging to Europe beyond their own living conditions.
But then without Europe? But what then? Europe can not be abolished. We must make the best of it and confidence and a positive attitude are important here. What have I actually to Europe is definitely an essential question. But the opposite may be wondering what motivations are present to join.

Does Europe have sufficient spirit, imagination and ability in order to make and rebuild viable societies, to formulate and implement achievable common goals? Is there a realistic route to devise a viable Europe? If Europe wants to stay a player on the world stage than it has needed a strong economy, presence of unifying factors in which the majority of society can feel at home and a solid foreign, security and defence policy.
What next? Are there still opportunities left? Should it come, for example, something like the Congress of Vienna, with the aim institutional reconstruction of Europe and political, economic and social reforms? New systems, structures, methods and rules? Are there choices? And is Europe still in a position to choose? Or is the idea of an united Europe a faltering project as claimed by Jürgen Habermas?
A fundamental rethink is engaged, but matters in Europe will first get worse before they get better. What counts is internal stability and ability and will to adapt to a new (world) order. Whether it comes to ideologies or polities, another reality is currently developing. This reality include the importance of reforms, cuts and boosts, in which countries are divided into levels of their effectiveness and extent of equity. 
And is it about more or less integration or more integration but in a smaller Europe? About a basic value solidarity versus solidity? Or is it possibly also on finding a different balance of price level of labor, goods and services within the eurozone, because this is a softer solution than that the problem countries should bear a period of deflation. 
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It's time to press refresh and reset buttons and to go into the right direction. Time to adapt policies to the new reality.
The Lisbon Treaty provides the tools necessary for the development of a European area in the interests of EU citizens. The co-decision procedure with the European Parliament and a qualified majority in the Council of Ministers is now the rule for new legislation. Judicial review is completed, both concerning the Court of Justice and the national courts. Our EU Charter of Fundamental Rights is finally, after ten years of existence, legally binding and on par with the Treaties. The EU is now able and is at work to join the European Convention on Human Rights.
But there remains a need for guiding visions and ideas, knowledge and ways for the settings required for more extensive governance. Necessary is will, convergence, cooperation, congruence, unity, coordination, implementation, compliance, democratic legitimacy and parliamentary control and oversight. 
Anyway, associated shifts in (national) sovereignty in combination with further integration and effectiveness will certainly be called into question.
Some steps towards a more federal direction have been put and the idea was given a broader base. Important for further development are also the German parliamentary elections in September 2013 and the 2014 European Parliament elections, which both provide an opportunity to create more coordination and unity in politics.

Affairs must be set right again. The balance now is that we are in an era of reorientation and search for destination, of large debts and for an exit strategy. However, it will take a long time to repair the damage and to get together the future on track.

In half a century, the European Union has evolved from a union of democratic states into its own  democracy. Furthermore, Nexus Institute reports that "there is no euro or EU needed to be European. It is a mindset, an ideal of civilization, the culture needed to cultivate spiritual values, so that danger can be avoided”. 
So, let we together face the challenge to rebuild Europe and make it a living democracy:
· a democratic Europe for citizens, educated and with faith in progress thinking;
· a Europe with economic growth with the support of Europe 2020 strategy through the next (r)evolution by means of a digital agenda, innovation and clean and low carbon energy production and consumption;
· a Europe with solid infrastructures;
· a Europe with spiritual strength and a broad movement, common identity or unifying factors in which the majority of society can feel at home so that our interaction rises again;

· a Europe with modern social structures, systems and regulations, where youth are involved;

· a Europe of solidarity and tolerance, with a comfortable political ideology, and good forms of public administration with sufficient space to dynamics of entrepreneurship;
· a Europe as a hub;
· a Europe where everyone thinks along and participates to strengthen viability and stability in a globalised world.
There is no "us" and "you". We can say loud and clear that Europe belongs to everyone.
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